NEWSWEEK 
Approved For ReleaSeJ2005/09701 : CIA-RDP91-008 


_CIA.v. FBI | 


A prime Gunes of diversionary dike~ 
plugging turns’ up in the tangle of evi-: 
dence surrounding the peculiar’ mis- 
understanding - between ‘the FBI and. 
CIA, a. situation that delayed important 
elements of- the Watergate investigation; 
for weeks. In an interview with FBI act-! 
ing director L. Patrick Gray- III, Dean 
learned of several bureau theories about! 
the break-in, including the notion that it: 
might be a covert operation of the CIA.' 
He relayed this idea to Haldeman, who | 
mentioned it to the President, “who inj 


tum told Haldeman and Ehrlichman to 
order the CIA itself to request a curb; 
on the F'BI investigation. 

In.a statement on May 22, 1973, the’ 
President said he had been ‘ ‘deeply con-| 
cerned with ensuring that neither the| 
covert operations of the CIA nor the 
operations of the Special Investigations 
Unit [plumbers] should be compromised” | 
—Hunt and Liddy having both been 
aboard that project for “the Ellsberg | 
break-in. But Ehrlichman, the evidence 
pointed out, told the Senate Watergate 
Committee that “the question of the; 
special unit ... just was not in the con-| 
templation of, anybody that I was talk-| 
ing to, so far as I can recall.” CIA deputy | 
‘director Vernon Walters remembered , 
that Haldeman told him on June 23; 
that the FBI investigation “was leading! 
ito a lot of important people and this: 
‘could get worse ... that the whole affair’ 
was getting ernbarrassing and it was the! 
President’s wish that... since the five: 
suspects had been arrested that. this: 
should be sufficient.” a 

Despite the fact that CIA boss Richard! 
Helms assured Haldernan and Ehrlich-' 

man that there was no CIA involvement, ' 


the evidence showed that Helms and 
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Walters (to a far greater extent than | 
previously revealed) did flash warning | 
signals to Gray in an extended series of 
meetings, memos and phone calls. Final- 
ly, Gray himself complained to the | 
President in a passionate phone con- 
versation about the growing pressure. 
Before the Watergate grand jury, he re- 
called telling Mr. Nixon that “people on | 
your staff are trying to mortally wound . 
you by using the CIA and FBI” Gray ; 
heard a long pause on the line and then : 
the President said, “Pat, you just con- 
tinue to conduct your aggressive and 3 
thorough investigation.” . # 
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